Qualifications for Consideration of the
Caroline Dormon Outstanding Louisiana Naturalist Award

1. Individual must live in Louisiana and have contributed to our understanding of Louisiana’s
natural history

2. Award recognizes a lifetime achievement in the field of natural history

3. Individual must have made a significant contribution to the understanding of
Louisiana’s natural history

4. Individual has track record of sharing his/her contribution with the lay public, scientific
community, or both

Previous Caroline Dormon Award Winners

This award is named for Caroline Dormon, a Louisiana naturalist, horticulturist,
ornithologist, historian, archaeologist, preservationist, naturalist, conservationist, and author.
She was undoubtedly one of the pioneer interpreters in Louisiana, and in many ways, her
influence extended throughout North America and the world. Among her many
accomplishments, Dormon was the first person to promote and lobby for the establishment of a
national forest in Louisiana (Kisatchie National Forest); she was the first woman employed by
the United States Forestry Department; she was the only woman appointed by Franklin D.
Roosevelt to the De Soto Commission (established to commemorate the 400™ anniversary of the
expedition of Hernando De Soto); and, she was an accomplished author and painter who
advocated for the preservation of native wildflowers and wildlife. Besides her formal writings,
she corresponded with amateurs and professionals of many interests around the world. She even
sent specimens of goldenrod to Thomas Edison who was experimenting with the plant as a
potential source of rubber. In 1965, Ms. Dormon received an honorary doctorate from LSU in
recognition of her lifetime of achievements.

Additional information about the following winners is available on the LMNA website.

The Caroline Dormon Award - Louisiana Master Naturalist

2018: Charles Allen

2019: Vernon Antoine Brou, Jr
2020: Kelby Ouchley

2021: Bill (William R.) Fontenot
2022: A. James “Jim” Delahoussaye
2023: Malcom Vidrine

2024: Linda Barber Auld

2025: Nancy Newfield


https://www.louisianamasternaturalist.org/the_dormon_award.html

2026 NOMINATION FORM

CAROLINE DORMON OUTSTANDING LOUISIANA NATURALIST AWARD

LOUISIANA MASTER NATURALISTS ASSOCIATION

NOMINATOR: DATE:

CONTACTS: CELL PHONE - EMAIL -

NOMINEE: AWARD YEAR: 2026
CONTACTS: CELL PHONE - EMAIL -

DOES THE NOMINEE RESIDE WITHIN THE BOUNDRIES OF LOUISIANA? YES NO
WHICH CHAPTER REGION?

TELL US WHY YOU ARE MAKING THIS NOMINATION. WHAT QUALITIES DOES THE NOMINEE
HAVE THAT JUSTIFY THIS HONOR?

LIST HOW THE NOMINEE HAS VOLUNTEERED IN THE STATE TO SHARE AND ADVOCATE FOR
NATURAL HISTORY (ENGAGEMENT IN CONSERVATION, EDUCATION, SERVICE, ETC.).

AREAS OF EXPERTISE?



Instructions for Nominator:

Supporting documentation, such as resumé, bio, letters of support, etc., strengthen the
nomination. Email the nomination (form plus supporting documents) to Bette Kauffman,
Immediate Past President, at bjkauffman@gmail.com. Please write “Dormon Award
Nomination™ in the subject line. Attachments must be numbered and titled so that they can be
opened by committee members in the desired order.

If you prefer, nominations may be mailed to Bette Kauffman at 79 Quail Ridge Dr., Monroe, La.
71203. However, online submissions make it more feasible to include support items like color
photos.

Nominations must be received by January 9, 2026.


mailto:bjkauffman@gmail.com

